Sheet 1 of 1 



Substitute Form PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce 
(Modified) Patent and Trademark Office 

Information Disclosure Statement 
by Applicant 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 

(37 CFR§1. 98(b)) 


Attorney's Docket No. 

14170-043002 


Application No. 

09/664,473 


Applicant 

Hugh R. Sharkey et al 


Filing Date 

September 18, 2000 


Group Art Unit 

3739 



U.S. Patent Documents 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Patent 
Number 


Issue Date 


Patentee 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




















AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH, 
































AJ 
- AK 















Foreign Patent Documents or Published Foreign Patent Applications 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country or 
Patent Office 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


: Ve§/ ; 


; No 




ALr— 

AM 


















AN 




































AP 

















Other Documents (include Author, Title, Date, and Place of Publication) 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 




AQ 


Fine. B.S.. and Yanoff. Y., Ocular Histology, 2 nd Ed, pp. 130-159, Harper & Row, Hagerstown, 
Maryland, 1979 




AR 

AS 


Zinn K.M.. and Mockcl-Pohl. S.. "The Lens and Zonules." Ocular Fine Structure for the Clinician, 
VoL 13, No. 3, 1973, pp. 143-155 




£E= 





Examiner Signature 




Date Considered 




Draw line through citation tf not in confeyfnance and not considered, include copy of this form with 



EXAMINER: Initials citation conside 
next communication to applicant 



Substitute Disclosure Form (PTO-1449) 



SHEET 1 OF 1 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-729 


SERIAL NO. 
08/696,051 


APPLICANT HughShariceyeUl. 


FILING DATE August 13, 1996 


GROUP 3739 


VJS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 



4,381,007 



4/26783 



Doss 



4,955,378 



9/11/90 



Grasso 



428- 



5,423,815 



6/13/95 



Fugo 



-53- 



5,230,334 



7/27/93 



Klopotek 



\2l- 



-399- 



5,603,709 



2/18/97 



Johnson 



606 







5,741,245 



4/21/98 



CozeanctaL 



6,036,688 



3/14/00 



Edwards 



606- 



-34- 



6,079,417 



6/27/00 



Fugo 



-89T 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 






























□ 


□ 














□ 


U 














□ 


u 














□ 


U 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 




EXAMINER 



'/J~sf 1 DATE CONSIDERED Jk^ej, Uo6 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or oot citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in amfonnmce and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next comrrumication to applicant 



C:\NrPortbl\PALibl\CJH\1250456J JXC 
Attorney Docket No.: 17616-729 



4- 



V 



FORM PTO-JBB u#s . DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(REV.2-B2) PATENT AMD T RAOEMAHK OFFICE 

NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED 


SERIAL NO. 


5 ROUP ART UNIT 

m 


ATTACHMENT 
TO 
PAPER 
NUMBER 


3 


APPLICANT |S I 



US. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NO. 



sua- 

CLASS 



FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 



z 3-0 



'W73 



6sy 



5 X 0 



1Z 



'if 



y>Mr 



60b 



3J 



&6C 



s 



601. 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



OOCUMENT NO. 



SUB- 
CLASS 



PEDTWiENT 
SHTS. PP. 
OWC SPEC. 



OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title. Date. Pertinent Pages. Etc) 



^6- 



fan 



* A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this office action. 
(See Manual of Patera Examining Procedure, section 707.05(a).) 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SERIAL NO, 
08/637,095 


APPLICANT 
LaxetaL 




FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3736 


ILS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINERS 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 


Ik- 


3,178,728 


4-20-65 


Christensen 


3- 




10-22-62 — ~ 





3,579,643 


5-25-71 


Morgan 


3^ 








3,867,728 


2-25-75 


Substad et aL 


-3 — 








3,879,767 


4-29-75 


Subs tad 


-L. 




-x*rl-74 




3,886,600 


6-3-75 


Kahn et aL 










3,938,198 


2-17-76 


Kahnet al. 




1.912 ~ 






3,987,499 


10-26^76 


Schaibach et aL 


-3- 


"T^I 


v~y it 




3,992,725 


11-23-76 


Homsy 


-3 




"10-17*74 




4,043,342 


8-23-77 


Morrison, Jr. 


128 


363.14 


" 2-26-76 




4,085,466 


4-25-78 


GoodfelJow et aL 


-6 


-rm 


-tM-77- 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES NO 




637118 


15/12/78 


U.S.SJL 


A6iB 


17/18 j> 


XX 




1 340451 


12/12/73 


Great Britain 


_A«F 


1/00 






1,122,634 


11/09/56 


France 





19/0 


XX 




0 479 482 Al 


08/04/92 


Europe 


-iWtB 


iW 






0 479 482 Bl 


01/05/96 


Europe 


TW1B 


177W 




V 


0 542 412 Al 


19/05/93 


Europe 


A61H 


17/59 




J OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pases, Etc) 




Christian, C ct al., "Allograft Anterior Cruciate Ligament Reconstruction with Patellar Tendon: An 
Endoscopic Technique", Operative Techniques in Sports Medicine, Vol. 1, No. 1, Jan. 1993, pp. 50-57. 




Houpt, J. et al, "Experimental Study of Temperature Distributions and Thermal Transport During 
Radiofrequency Current Therapy of the Intervertebral Disc", SPINE, Vol. 21, No. 15, (1996), pp. 1808-13. 




Troussier, B. et aL, "Percutaneous Intradiscal Radio-Frequency Thermocoagulation: A Cadaveric Study", 
SPINE, Vol. 20, No. 15, (Aug. 1995), pp. 1713-18. 


1 EXAMINER ss/^7^PE> 


DATE CONSIDERED Ls~-f \ 1,0*4 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 



SHEET X OF J_ 



SERIAL NO. 
08/637,095 



APPLICANT 
LaxctaL 



FILING DATE 
April 24,1996 



GROUP 
3736 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO, 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING 
DATE 



4,129,470 



12-12-78 



Homsy 



*56- 



455- 



-6-3-76 



4,224,696 



9-30-80 



Murray ctal. 



T5TT 



T-S-78 



4,224,697 



9-30-80 



Murray ctaL 



9-8-78 



4,326,529 



4-27-82 



DossetaL 



128- 



4034- 



4W-79 



4,344,193 



8-17-82 



Kenny 



T9TT 



Tl-28-80 



4,362,160 



12-7-82 



Hfltebrandt 



428- 



"30303" 



7-17-80 



2^ 



4,375,220 



3-1-83 



Matvias 



128 



804 



5-9-80 



4,381,007 



4-26-83 



Doss 



303.1 



T30-81 



4,397,314 



8-9-83 



Vaguine 



458- 



499- 



8-3-81 



4,483,338 



11-20-84 



Bloom et al. 



12&- 



" 303.1 3" 



-6-12-81 



^>v 



4,517,965 



5-21-85 



Ellison 



428- 



70" 



-6=27-83 



4,517,975 



5-21-85 



Garitoetal. 



J28- 



303.13 



15=6-83 



4,593,691 



6-10-86 



Lbdstrom et al 



129- 



3 0 3.14 



7^3-83 



4,597,379 



7-1-86 



Kihnetal. 



30-83 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES NO 



0 572 131 Al 



01/12^3 



Europe 



A61B 



17/39 



WO85/02762 



04/07/85 



per 



A61B 



17/36 



XX 



WO 93/01774 



04/02/93 



per 



A61F 



7/12 



XX 



WO 95/20360 



03/08/95 



PCT 



A61B 



17/39 



WO 95/30373 



16/11/95 



PCT 



A61B 



17/00 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation u in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with* next communication to applicant 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATIY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SHEET 3 OP g 

SERIAL NO. 
OR/637,095 


APPLICANT 
LaxetaL 


HUNG DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3736 




U.S 


. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






5,^^ h ! it ? 1 if refa !° ce «™«Jcrcd. whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next ccmuiumicatiofi to applicant ormancc ™ 



■ " SHEET 4 OF « 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SERIAL NO. 
08/637,095 


APPLICANT 
LaxetaL 


FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3736 




U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


1 PATFNT VH 




NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 


V— 


5,191,883 


3-9-93 


Lennox ct al. 


m- 


401 


5-22-90 




5,201,729 


4-13-93 


HertomsiTm ct aL 


696 


~2 






5,213,097 


5-25-93 


Zeindler 


MO 


-404- 




V- 


5,242,441 


"7.27-93 

9-7-93 


- Klopotck " 

Avhall 


ha — — 

60fr 


-%99 ■ 

■* 

41 


"2-24-92 


V- 


5,261,906 


11-16-93 


Pcnnino et aL 


606 


-*ts 


-f2=9=91 


V- 


5,275,151 


1-4-94 


Shockcy et aL 


m 


"4 


-«=H-91 




5,284,479 


2-8-94 


de Jong 


.604 


-«o 






5311,858 


5-17-94 


Adair 


128- 


-4 


■ 6 15 92 




5,320,115 


6-14-94 


Kenna 


1*8- 


-&98 






5,323,778 


6-28-94 


Kandarpa et al. 


12L 





XhS 91 


>- 


5,334,193 


8-2-94 


Nardella 


6Q& 


n\ - 






5,348,554 


9-20-94 


Imran et aL 




41 






5,366,443 


11-22-94 


Eggexs et al. 


664 


~m — — - 






5,433,739 


7-18-95 


Sluijter et al. 


607 


99 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 








EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 

YES | NO 




OTHER DO< 


CUMENTS (In 


eluding Author, Title* Date, Pej 


rtinent Page 


s, Etc) 












\ EXAMINER dZ*-^' s/i^ 

I! ijii — L 


DATE CONSIDERED Lo^t I l/<*r<? 



EXAMINER; Initjal if reference wmsidered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant wmiunmnce flQfl 



not 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 



SHEET J_ OF 8 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 



SERIAL NO. 
08/637,095 



APPLICANT 
Lax ct aL 



FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 



GROUP 
3736 



U.S* PATENT DOCUMENTS 



wuUvlill LA. O 

INITIALS 




DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 




5,484,403 


146-96 


Yoakum et al. 


-664 


-59 


"4-5-94 




5,484,432 


146-96 


Sand 






4-14-94 




5,484,435 


1-16-96 


Flccnor et aL 


6Q6— 


-46 






5,507,812 


4-16-96 


Moore 


623 '■ 


-» 


4-26-94 





5,514,130 


5-7-96 


Baker 


606 


-M 


10-11-94 I 




5,542,920 


8-6-96 


Cherif Cheikh 




"57 


9-12-94 1 


1 


2,090,923 


8-24-37 


Wapplcr 


128 


-30345 


7-12-35 | 




3,856,015 


12-24-74 


Iglesias 


-428 


30345 


6-8-73 




3,945,375 


3-23-76 


Banko 


128 


-6 


4-30-73 


^vsr 


4,134,406 


I-I6-79 


Iglesias 


m 


"30343 


10-7-77 




4,476,862 


10-16-84 


Pao 


438 


30347 


9-30-82 




4,590,934 


5-27-86 


Malis et aL 


m 


30341 


5-18-83 




4,651,734 


3-24-87 


DossetaL 


428 


■ 301,14 


2-8-85 





4,815,462 


3-28-89 


Clark 


•428 


-365- 


4-6-87 




4,838,859 


6-13-89 


Strassmann 


-et* 


-95- 


5-19-87 




4,955,882 


9-11-90 


Hakky 


-606 


14" 


3-30-88 




EXAMINER: Initial inference considered, whether or not citation is m conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 





SHEET 6 OP 8 


1 TMPOP \A A TTON TYKr'T OCT TOP 

A CITATION 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SERIAL NO, 
08/637,095 


PTO-1449 


APPUCANT 
Lax et aL 




FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3736 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING 
DATE 



5,085,657 



2-4-92 



Ben-Snnhon 



666- 



-*2r 



10-9-90 



5,098,430 



3-24-92 



Fleenor 



-606- 



■42- 



3-16-90 



5,186,181 



2-16-93 



Franconi ct aL 



J2&- 



7-27-90 



5,192,267 



3-9-93 



Shapira et al. 



60T 




■22" 



3-28-91 



5,308311 



5-3-94 



Eggers et aL 



•606" 



7T 



5-1-92 



5,342,357 



8-30-94 



Nardella 



606 



40 



11-13-92 



5352,868 



10-4-94 



Denen et aL 



5-1-92 



5,354,331 



10-11-94 



Schachar 



7-15-92 



5,364395 



11-15-94 



West, Jr. 



606" 



5-14-93 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES NO 



WO 92/10142 



25/06/92 



PCT 



A61B 



17/3T 



WO 93/20984 



28/10/93 



PCT 



B2SLT 



T7TF 



WO 95/01814 



19/01/95 



PCT 



AfilN- 



WO 95/13113 



18/05/95 



PCT 



A6W- 



-5/62- 



WO 95/18575 



13/07/95 



PCT 



WO 96/39914 



19/12/96 



PCT 



KEYS' 



1/00 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



Beadling, L., "Bi-Polar electrosurgical devices: Sculpting the future of arthroscopy Orthopedics today, V L 
.ILNo. 1, January 1997, 4 pages. 



Ellman International Mfg., Inc., 1989, Catalog, pp. 1-15, 20. 



— - 



Cosset, J.M., "Resistive Radiofrequency (Low Frequency) Interstitial Heating (RF Technique), Interstitial 
Hyperthermia, 12/6793, pp. 3-5, 37. 



Attachment It Compet i tive I ifmtiirr ™ fi«i wafe rs ^yp^ hx rnp i HIiritei JM£ C o ., LuL, pp. 60-8 67 



Aiiacbneni 11: Coiupe illlve LUuatoc o n Di po lar Foroopff and F oo ts™** ^"Tnh, T\fp hj. ppr87^104. 



EXAMINER 




DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SHEET J_ OF 8 

SERIAL NO. 
08/637,095 


APPLICANT 
Lax et al. 


FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3736 






U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




c 1« AQt\ 

j, J 00,4 VL/ 


11-22-94 


Edwards etaL 


"607 


"99 






5,382,247 


1-17-95 


Cimino et al. 


606 


"33 — 


1-71-04 




5,397,304 


3-14-95 


Trackai 


fifU 





i l — y*r 

6-29-93 




5,401,272 


3-28-95 




„$06 


-44- 


2-16-94 




5,415,633 


5-16-95 


Lazarus et al. 


OU*t 


— 


7-28-93 





5,437,662 


8-1-95 


Nardella 


(we 


40- 


2-17-94 




5,45 1,223 


9-19-95 


Ben-Simhon 


DUO 


"42 — 


7-26-94 




5,524,338 


6-11-96 


Martymuk et al. 


zy — 


-825 — 


12-22-94 




5,630,839 


5-20-97 


Corbett, metal. 


Uv f 




8-18-95 


^Vw 


5,681,282 


10-28-97 


Eggers et aL 




1 1A 

- 1 \g 


4-11-95 




5,683,366 

5,688,270 


1 l*+ a yj 

11-18-97 


bggeTret-afe ■ 

Yates et aL 


-604 




-+U 
-5-1 


11-22-95 
1-18-95 




5,697,909 


12-16-97 


Eggeis et aL 


"604 




1-2-95 






FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 








EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 

YES | NO 


^Vv- — 


WO 97/06855 


27/02/97 


PCT 


-AGiN 


■4/40 






WO 98/07468 


26/02/98 


PCT 


A6W 


1/40 






02571 16 Al 


02/03/88 


Europe 


A61N " 






W 


0 274 705 Al 


20/07/88 


Europe 


A61M 


23/00 


XX 


W 


0 521 595 A2 


07/01/93 


Europe 


Aem — 


1 25/01 






OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pa 


rtinent Page 


s, Etc.) 








EXAMINER — s^—Z/ 1 


DATE CONSIDERED f^A^Ji 3 , 



EXA - J ^ R ; ln , iti I il if * fcr ?*f wnsideral, whether or not citation is in confonrance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance aM not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next coiranunicatiOT to tpplicanL " 



SHEET jj_ OF JL 




EXAMINER; Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw tine through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next comm^cation to applicant • 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO- 1449 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 



SHEET X OF J_ 



SERIAL NO. 
087637,095 . 



APPLICANT 
Laaxetal. 



FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 



GROUP 
3736 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING 
DATE 



5,487,757 



1/30/96 



Truckai ct aL 



5,500,012 



3/19/96 



Bmckcr ct al. 



•60T 



■ra- 



5,599,356 



4/4/97 



Edwards ct al 



606— 



~4T" 



5,267,994 



12/7/93 



Gentclia ct al. 



.606- 



5,423,806 



6/13/95 



Dale ctaL 



606- 



4,601,705 



7/22/86 



McCoy 



6W" 



5,242,439 



9/93 



Larsen ct al. 



606- 



5,437,661 



8/95 



Ricser 



60T 



15" 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 





Auhll, Richard A., The Use of the Resectoscope in Gynecology." Biomedical Business International, 
October 11, 1990, pp. 91-93. 










EXAMINER 




DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MP£P 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



SHEET J. OF J, 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


==================== 

SERIAL NO. 


CITATION 


17616-784 


08/637,095 


PTO-1449 


APPLICANT 
Laax et al. 




FILING DATE 


GROUP 




April 24, 1996 


3736 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



WO 96/34568 A 



11/7/96 



PCT 



S»61B 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 




EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation b in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



FORM PTO-Stt UJ. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(REV.2-B2) PATCH T AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED 


SERIAL NO, 


GROUP ART UNIT 


ATTACHMENT 
TO " 
PAPER 
NUMBER 




APPLICANT'S) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



• 




DOCUMENT NO, 


OATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUV- 
CLASS 


FILING OATE IP 
APPROPRIATE 




A 




ie 




3 














in* 






u 




























c 




























D 




























E 




























F 




























G 




























H 




























1 




























J 




























r 























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NO. 



COUNTRY 



sua* 

CLASS 



PERTINENT 



OTHER REFERENCES {Including Author, Title. Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 




^1 



EXAMINER 



A copy of this reference b not being furnished with this office action. 
[See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, section 707.05 (a).) 



SHEET J_ OF A 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SERIAL NO. I 
08/637,095 I 


APPLICANT 
Ronald G. Lax 


FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3739 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 


IV" 


4,074,718 


2/21/96 


Morrison 


m 


303.14 






5,085,659 


2/04/92 


Rydell 


60S " 


47 






5,464,023 


11/07/95 


Viera 


m 


772 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES NO 




2 645 008 


3/28/89 


France 







X 




WO 93/16648 


9/02/93 


PCT 


-A61B 


17/33 - 






WO 95/25471 


9/28/95 


PCT 


A61B 


17/39 " 






WO 95/30377 


11/16/95 


PCT 


"A61B ■ 


17/39 






WO 95/34259 


12/21/95 


PCT 


--A61E- 


5/48 






WQ 96/11638 


4/25/96 


PCT 


-A6» 


17/32 






WO 96/32051 


10/17/96 


PCT 


xeiB — 


1/00 






WO 96/34571 


11/07/96 


PCT 


A61B 


17/39_ 




OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




























I EXAMINER < ^-^f^ > ) 


DATE CONSIDERED VO~-* J . i-^WC 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw Use through citation if not in confonnanccuod not 
considered. Include copy of ibis form with next coinnnmcatioa to Applicant, 



C:\NRPORTBL\PAUB1\EGG\1009983.1 



SHEET _L OF 3 



ll 




■i 


j INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


CITATION 


17616-784 


08/637,095 


PTO-1449 


APPLICANT 






Ronald G. Lax 






FILING DATE 


GROUP 




April 24, 19% 


3739 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Jjimodyne , The Lccc Invaarve Laser Advantag e , Omni Spinal IntroflnrtinTi System- ^/u^» 



Introducti o n t o the LDP Di ac Kit, Pot. 16, WHjT 



-"Mayer al .. Lp5m ir ^mitnnrnin Pisr frntrry iwn*'iiri Ti-iiinrtftfly m filmtriicV?, Vol. M No.251 
41 993) pp. 9 0" t* Yw^^t&^Z 



Jt Prtliminaiy Ejiptiimiee With Percutaneous Lasm Dim, Decompression la die Ti l .i Uu i u f of 

Srintir^ Vnl 3g No. 5. Oct. 1993. on. 432-436 ^a^J^ 



Dkcitt o my, Vo l , 80, Tnnr 1994 pp. 1039 J fMS. 



-SnviTT M A i i Fnm? M^oirpral ftrfrrngrnpir Ifltpr^l^appTfyirh T nrnr imlilLd I ' SMAL li rluordSCDDic 



v-o- 



nrrrrrt nt nl, Fimrtintial Bruits of Pereu tnTirnnr T inr r^JSLeuuiiijT^eft* 199fi, pn R7S-rgfr fuA^uJ^^ 



EXAMINER J^t^^C^) 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance witn MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in confonronce^nd not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



SHEET 2. OF J. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


CITATION 


17616-784 


08/637,095 


PTO-1449 


APPLICANT 




Ronald G. Lax 






FILING DATE 


GROUP 




April 24, 1996 


3739 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING 
DATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 



PATENT NO. 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



1 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Eta) 



e t oJ H Th e oreti c al Asp e cts of Radio fr cqumiy lesiuicr lBTh rDorDid R oo t Entry Z oner^Voirrte-No^ 



W uijtc r MX., Hie Ui>c uf RaJi ofi oqucn e y leaiouM T o i Pain Relief in Tailed Diwk -Batiea fa ; Vul. lfrNuv - fr 
ff9g*X pSLrtctlLuLsJ 



Wilkins et aL, Neurosurgery: Method of Making Nervous System Lesions, ch. 337, pp. 2490-2499 



-Y fln^nrci ^ nl Thf SyfTtgm nnfl Prr^fllT* rt f p**™*™ * nil « l « *nrtwiin1 1 nrnr Mnrlflntnmy, Vnl H "Mr . 5 
fl990) pp. 1 17^-1 185 YuHpSUur&^J 



> Kolarik rt aL, Phdt o nuel e olyoi s o f Int e rvert e bral Disc ond - if g Herniation, (4$gQ)- 



Gottlob et al„LASERS IN SURGERY AND MEDICINE: Holroium:YAG Laser Ablation of Human 
Intervertebral Disc: Preliminary Evaluation, Vol. 12, (1991) pp. 86-91 



Bucheh et aL, LASERS IN SURGERY AND MEDICINE: Fluorescence Guided Excimer Laser Ablation of 
Intervertebral Discs In Vitro, VoL 1 1, (1991) pp. 280-286 , 



^Ch 0 y ot «!.» rarcutaneoua Lase r Disc D o comprc&sion: A New Therapeutic M o dality^ VoL17 No, 8, (1 9 92) -pp^ 
^9*9=955" 



Clui j b i r t t u l.,r uJu t [ui tr oiTi, M n d rrn M n t hod nofTr nn t rnni l T i r n tnirn l nT ^Il i v il li fijnl, .m 1 TrnlrPnm , Ynl 
A(lffHl)pp,HM79 y^^MfJ^ . \ 



Sluijter, INT DISABIL STUDIES: The use of Radio Frequency Lesions For Pain Relief in Failed Back, VoL 
10, Sept 4, 1996, pp. 37-43 



Shatz et al., CJS JCC Preliminary Experience With Percutaneous Laser Disc Decompression in the Treatment 
of Sciatica, Vol. 38 No. 5, Oct 1995 pp. 432-436 ; 



Gerber et al, DER ORTHOPADE: OfTene Laserchirurgie am Bewegungsapparat, VoL 23, (1996) pp. 56-63 



Ou li i4ufe W. J., Exploring tho Hom e obox, (1993), pp. 215 22 1 fi*M***X^ 



H K o lly LI., Pm i fieati o n and rjupeiilLb Ufa 23KDa Ca2 1 - binding Prot e in t (IS 



Sly*-, p ^f tinfrrfp^n^y Lccions in tho Trootm e m of Pprviml Pa i n Syndroms RadiuuiLS, Iuu (1 989) 



EXAMINER 




2_ 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considefetCwhether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
considered. Include copy of this farm with next communication to applicant. 



DATE CONSIDERED \ jy^ I. 6 



draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 



SHEET j_ OF JL 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17615-784 



SERIAL NO. 
08/637,095 



APPLICANT 
Ronald G. Lax 



FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 



GROUP 
3739 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



1 EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 






























FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 








EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


"TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



Buchelt et aL, LASERS IN SURGERY AND MEDICINE JErb:YAG ud'HokYAG Laser Ablation of 
Meniscus and Intervertebral Discs, Vol 12 No. 4, (1992) pp. 375-381 



Leu et aL, DER ORTHOPADE: Endoskopie der Wirbelsaule: Minimal-invasive Therapie, Vol 21, (1992) pp. 
267-272 ' 



rilllllps U al, JMRI: MR Imaging of Ilo; YAG Lase r Diskc L luiny wttfr Histologic Correlation, Vol. J xso. ^ 



Bromm et aL, HUMAN NEUROBIOLOGY: Nerve Fibre Discharges, Cerebral Potentials and Sensations 
Induced by CQ2 laser Stimulation, Vol-3, (1984) pp. 33-40 



■ KolArik ot al . 



!Tr^7iT7Erra l-J%^ vl* kt») fi\ 



PrVfefte r irfll Dim- hi.i1 \\\ Hhiu LuIuu. Vul. j? U(1 WO) pp f& OA fu*^ 



TTXHifru \ muiL, 1 .^ mWatiiy w des Nuclei^ pnTrffltii" n T^" nho r T nw " j] " ,ft<,n ™" 1>fl« i «4 «tgm fuJs~ 
Jflnd ^ chcib e ng— ^ ; ™ W r 11 r n1inflrnb»roich von 200 bis 2200nm, Vol. 151 No. 6» (1989) p fo-325-32S 



;in i t al., n rri mrr Ablnr i n n ttTHmt ™" T "*»™»i1 rfr ni l Dir flt ™ R Nrniomt twn f V o l. 9 , (1 9 8 9 > pprr2»43 1 

^tkuA 

^tmsT^aTly expe r lence will) LUMii Dkc DooornprooGion^ Vol . 79 No. 1, (1992) j. Florida-MA . p^ir 

jju iq lt j< 1 1 Jl , T ? rrn r Pi rr nctomy Comparison of Syalom, Vul. 19 N o . 3 (199 4 ) pp. 319 - 32S^ fi^>^ 



u i t i . u 1 1 ni , Tim T i Mt i nitm a l UinuHL back FainjA^ r eliinUiai y sm vey uf die Effect of RAdi ofreqiiency 
Denerv ati o n o f th e Posterim Vu tLbial Juiuto, VQg 5 ?W79) pp. 7 63-?3»- VVr/au^- ' 



F ul il u t u l, rticutan eo wDibCoctomy Using die EltUuumgiieiL Pitld rutmuig Probe; A F ea t ability Stud y 



jfr liCulludi el J., CMA JOURNAL : Porcutaneomi R a di o frcquonoy Lumbar IUiimdyaia Ql dZUUffllfl, Vol. 1 16, 



■^en ezawa et al., 1 lie System and Prflcedme uf Pejtutcnooua Intmdioool Loocr Nuolootomy, Vol 15 N o. 1 1 



Smiutiu Ll uL, Cffooto of 434 MHz Microwave Hyperthermia applie d t o the rat in tbc r e gion of th frc ervi c al - 
Spinal C or d, V o l. 3 No. 5 (1907) pp . I'l l - 15 2 — Hi t f2Mls 



- Sluijtor et al, Troatmcnt o f Chronir Bide and N«ck Puin bj Viru 



\yjr fUMr- ^tr fU 




Hiermun Ley 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference cortfia^d, whethex or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609;^aw line through citation if not in conformance an! not 
considered. Include copy of this form with rx?rt communication to applicant. 



SHEET _L OF 1 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
' CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
17616-784 


SERIAL NO. 1 
08/637,095 


APPLICANT 
Ronald G. Lax 


FILING DATE 
April 24, 1996 


GROUP 
3739 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 


r 


5,364,395 


"71715794 


-Wert, Jr. 



































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 




YES NO I 




WO 82/02488 


8/05/82 


PCT 


AferB 


-4rV39 — 






WO 93nfifiA8 


9/02/93 


-4*GT 


_A6±B 


-TW32 ■ 




*V — ■ 


WO 95/10981 


4/27/95 


PCT 


AttB 


-8Aa — 






-WO 95/254Z4— 


-9/28/95 


-PGT 




17H9 






WO 96/11638 


4/25/96 " 


-PCT 


"TOtB 


-42/32 






2 645UU8 


10/05/90 


Trance — ■ — " 


"T^ffi 


-17/32 . . .. 






DE 39 18316 


3/22/90 


Germany 


AOB 








EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is io conformance wiA MPEP 609: draw line through citation if not in couformance^nd not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next commumcatkra to applicant 




EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in camfdnnancejnjl not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



FORMPTC492 u_s, OEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(REV. 2-82} PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED 


SERIAL NO. 


3 ROUP ART UNIT 

TBI 


ATTACHMENT 
TO 

pa pcr 

NUMBER 




APPUCANT1S) * 



OS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NO. 



SUB- 
CLASS 



FILING OATC IF 
APPROPRIATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NO. 



t 



SUB- 
CLASS 



PERTINENT 

PP. 
SPEC. 



OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc) 



* A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this office action. 
(See Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, section 707:05 (a).) 



02/25/02 " MOW 00:15 FAX 

« rrrj: SEPARA' 




07B8 USPTO GR0UP3730 

T_ P AMP -BOTTOM EDGES. ^AP^A^-AMD -Q*S] 



BOW 



©024 



FORM FT0692 U*. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(REV* 24?) - PATEMT. AWJ TRADEMARK OFFICE 

NOTICE OF REFERENCES CITED 


SERIAL NO., 


SROUPARTUNH ATTACHMENT 1 

v "? "> 1 we* 1 

•J- J ! 1 NUMBER . |«*' 


A0PUCANT(S| 



ILS. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Sheet 1 of 2 



Substitute Form PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce 
(Modified) Patent and Trademark Office 

Inf rmation Disclosure Statement 
by Applicant 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 

(37 CFR§1. 98(b)) 


Attorney's Docket No. 

14170-043002 


Application No. 

09/664,473 


Applicant 

Hugh R. Sharkey et aL 


Filing Date 

September 18, 2000 


Group Art Unit 
3739 



U.S. Patent Documents 



Examiner 
Initial 



Desig. 
ID 



Document 
Number 



Publication 
Date 



Patentee 



Class 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If Appropriate 



-AA- 



1 , 140,130 - 



■ 02/20/1979 ' 



■ fltomj, in 



AB 



4,565,200 



01/21/1986 



Cosman 



AC 



4,685,459 



8/11/1987 



Koch et al. 



AD 



5,137,530 



08/11/1992 



Sand 



AE 



5,168,880 



12/08/1992 



Sogawa et al. 



AF 



5,540,681 



07/30/1996 



Strul et al. 



AG 



5,718,702 



02/17/1998 



Edwards 



AH 



5,735,846 



04/07/1998 



Panescu et al. 



Al 



6,096,029 



08/01/2000 



O'Donnell, Jr. 



AJ 



6,113,591 



09/05/2000 



Whayne et al. 



AK 



6,171,306 



01/09/2001 



Swanson et al. 



AL 



6,241,753 



06/05/2001 



Knowlton 



AM 



6,277,116 



08/21/2001 



Utely et al 




AN 



6,350,276 



02/2672002 



Knowlton 



AO 



6,425,912 



07/30/2002 



Knowlton 



AP 



6,430,446 



08/06/2002 



Knowlton 



Foreign Patent Documents or Published Foreign Patent Applications 



Examiner 
Initial 



Desig. 
ID 



Document 
Number 



Publication 
Date 



Country or 
Patent Office 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 



Yes 



No 



AQ 



96/00036 



01/04/1996 



PCT 



AR 



96/00040 



01/04/1996 



PCT 



X 



AS 



96/39967 



12/19/1996 



PCT 



0V01/19 9 6 



Europe - 



AU 



0 480 639 



04/15/1992 



Europe 



X 



-AV- 



0 521 595 - 



05/12/1999 



Europe 



Other Documents (include Author, Title, Date, and Place of Publication) 



Examiner 
Initial 



Desig. 
ID 



Document 



Examiner Signature 



Date 




EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conl 
next communication to applicant. 



and not considered. Include copy of this form with 



Substitute Disclosure Form (PTO-1449) 



Sheet 2 of 2 



Substitute Form PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce 

/AJnr4:fuv4\ P*itont arvl Trnrlomarlf Offif'O 
(IViOutneOJ i cJUJM L dl KJ 1 lauofiiaifi \jttHAg 


Attorney's Docket No. 
14170-043002 


Application No. 

09/664,473 


Information Disci sure Statement 
by Applicant 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 

(37 CFR§1 .98(b)) 


Applicant 

Hugh R. Sharkey et al. 


Filing Date 

September 18, 2000 


Group Art Unit 

3739 



< 


Dther Documents (include Author, Title, Date, and Place of Publication) 


Examiner 
Initial 


Desig. 
ID 


Document 




Aw 


S^yt^r "Kaflmitemie.ncy 1 ^inris inthff^attneM of Cervical Pain Svudrtmioo"* RADIONICS, 

-ihc. (1989) — - T^yv^v^ 




AX 


r^sTtuinetnl^Thnnmtioiil flijirri- rif Ihrlinfrrgiinni , 1 rrhf Dorsal koot tmrry^onerVol. 

IS, No, 6(19^1)^.915 050. 7^ ^J^~ 




AY 


Wi11Ht»q *t »1 'Ivfptbod of Making Nervous System Lesions". Neurosurgery, ch. 337, pp. 2490- 
2499. 

ftnttloh rt nl ■ tc Hnlminm; YAP Tmrr MHiitir n if IThitit nrtaV.nl TW. Pi-nUmi™^ 


V 


BA 


PvalnaiW LA3ER0 IN SURGERY A>JD MEDICINE. Vul."t2, (4492LDP, 86-9 L 

KnhPS T *t »1 , '*T .aser Tnjiiry in Skin", Laboratory Investigation. Vol.. 17, No. h 1-13 (1967). 




BB 


Anderson, R., et al., "Selective Photothermolysis: Precise Microsurgery by Selective Absorption of 
Pulsed Radiation". Science, Vol 220, 524-527 (April 1983). 



Examiner signature , A — 


Date Considered J 


EXAMINER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance*^ not considered, include copy or mis rorm wixn 
1 next communicaton to applicant . ^,.u.^,- 1 



